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OLIVE TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presby

terian Church, U. S. A.

No. MAY, 1901. 5.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE SPIRIT AND LIMITATION'S

OF MISSIONARY COMITY.*

Rev. Henry M. King, D.D., Providence ,

R. I.

If John Eliot and Father Gabriel Druil-

lette, Puritan and Jesuit, could spend

weeks under the same roof, and that roof

Eliot’s, in prayer and consultation, drawn

together by the thought of the spiritual

destitution of the few thousand aboriginal

inhabitants of New England, surely it

should be easy for those who are united in

the fellowship of a common evangelical

faith and a common spiritual religion to

confer in the most fraternal way, as they

seek to give the light of life to the thou-

sand millions of earth’s population who
are still enveloped in Pagan darkness.

Missionary comity is not a new theme

for consideration. It springs to the front

whenever the representatives of different

missionary organizations come together

for consultation and mutual counsel and

encouragement. The vast territory to be

possessed for Christ and the wise distribu-

tion of forces in order to its speedy and

complete possession, the economical use of

the limited funds at our disposal, the na-

ture of the work committed to us and its

harmonious and rapid prosecution, the

* A paper read at the Ecumenical Missionary Conference
in New York, April, woo. See Editorial Note

, p. 158 .

moral influence upon the heathen nations

of the spectacle of Christian churches in

substantial agreement, animated by a com-

mon purpose, and working together in

cordial and fraternal relations, free from

all rivalries and dissensions and animos-

ities, give to this subject a recognized im-

portance and an inevitable prominence in

every missionary conference.

In 1854 at the conference held in New
York on the occasion of Dr. Alexander

Duff's visit to this country. Dr. Duff him-

self presented the following resolution,

which wras adopted without a dissenting

voice

:

“Resolved

,

That considering the vast ex-

tent of the yet unevangelized world of

heathenism and the limited means of evan-

gelization at the disposal of the existing

evangelical churches or societies, it would

be very desirable that, with the exception

of great centers, such as the capitals of

powerful kingdoms, an efficient preoccu-

pancy of any particular portion of the

heathen field by any evangelical church or

society should be respected by others, and

[the field] left in their undisturbed pos-

session.”

He said as expressive of his own Chris-

tian spirit, “I would as soon leap into the

Ganges as go near Tinnevelli, except as a

brother to see the good work that is going

on.”

At the Mildmay Conference in 1878,

the very first address after the president’s
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opening remarks had for its topic : “The

Increased Co-operation of Missionary

Agencies.”

At the meeting of the Conference of

1888 two full sessions were devoted to the

subject of “Missionary Comity.” Four able

and elaborate papers were presented by the

representatives of as many societies, and

the discussion which followed was very

generally participated in. The papers and

the discussion occupy nearly sixty pages in

the published proceedings. All the speak-

ers were not in exact accord as to the con-

dition of things abroad, owing, undoubt-

edly, to the different fields of observation,

nor were all in perfect agreement as to the

details of any plan of co-operation, or how

far it would be possible to go in the distri-

bution of fields to be occupied, whether

territorial lines could be followed rigidly

or ethnic lines must not also be taken into

consideration, or how far missionaries of

different societies occupying the same field

should ignore their denominational affilia-

tions and differences, in the delicate and

sometimes perplexing relations into which

they are brought, for the sake of the

deeper unity of life and a practical co-

operation in Christian service.

But in one thing there was absolute una-

nimity of thought and sentiment. In one

thing all who took part in the discussion

were perfectly agreed, viz., that in this

lioty, sublime and divinely appointed work

of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom
to heathen nations, there ought to be,

there can be, there must be, among the fol-

lowers of Christ, the most cordial under-

standing, a generous sympathy and good

will, confidence in the sincerity of each

other’s motives, regard for each other’s

conscientious convictions, and a never fail-

ing courtesy and respect. “For one is your

Master and all ye are brethren.”

Moreover, in the annual conferences of

the representatives of Mission Boards this

subject has become one of most absorbing

and vital interest. Under whatever form

it may be presented, the economic distribu-

tion of missionary force, comity and unoc-

cupied fields, or increased co-operation, it

is felt that its calm consideration and wise

settlement will have much to do with the

progress of the work abroad and with the

increase of the revenue at home. Prob-

ably not many persons will fully sympa-

thize with the strong statement of an hon-

ored and intelligent layman: “I believe

that a very important cause of the falling

off of support of mission boards has grown

out of the disgust of practical business

people with the overlapping and compe-

tition of the various denominations.” This

seems like an overstatement. But prac-

tical business people need the encourage-

ment to greater benevolence which will

come from the assurance that all offerings

are wisely expended, that they are put

where the destitution is greatest and the

supply is meager or entirely wanting, that

no consecrated money is wasted in foster-

ing unholy rivalries and building up petty

ecclesiasticisms, while millions of im-

mortal souls are perishing for want of the

saving knowledge of the gospel of Christ.

It is believed by many that the spirit of

comity among Christian churches is find-

ing freer expression and fuller exercise at

the present time than ever before. Happy
co-operation in many forms of Christian

work, union in great movements like the

Evangelical Alliance and the Christian

Endeavor Society, with frequent occasions

for mutual acquaintance and delightful

worship together, Church Federation

whose principles are being successfully ap-

plied in certain localities, notably in the

State of Maine, and the recent remarkable

meeting of the representatives of different

missionary boards to consider the spirit-

ual needs of those island populations num-

bering twelve millions, who in the provi-
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dence of God have been thrust upon the

care of Christian America, and in the most

amicable and fraternal manner to divide

the responsibility of meeting those needs

and supplying the great destitution—all

these things are but indications that the

disciples of Christ are coming more and

more to emphasize the essentials of saving

faith, to recognize the broad basis of Chris-

tian union and co-operation that exists

amid some differences of belief and prac-

tice, and to feel that the first great duty of

the churches of Christ is to make known as

quickly as possible the transcendent truth

of God’s pardoning love to every nation

and people.

Undoubtedly, the perfect union of God’s

people will be in the truth, when men will

see eye to eye, when all interpretations will

harmonize, and the harmonious interpre-

tations will control the faith and obedience

of every disciple. Then the inward unity

will find its adequate expression in the

outward uniformity, and all denomina-

tions will be swallowed up in the one

visible church of Jesus Christ. But until

that time comes, if it ever does come (for

men equally honest and truth-seeking are

found in different schools of philosophy

and of politics as well as of religion), un-

til that time comes, all devout souls will

study the things that make for harmony,

will seek to illustrate the old maxim, “In

things essential unity, in things non-essen-

tial liberty, in all things charity,” and will

endeavor watchfully, prayerfully and self-

forgettingly “to keep the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace.”

To the honor of our missionaries and of

our missionary boards it should be re-

membered that the prevailing spirit in all

the years of this missionary century, in the

constant intercourse at home and abroad,

has been one of fraternal sympathy and

mutual good will. The cases of serious

friction have been comparatively few. Mis-

understandings have been often prevented

or adjusted by friendly conference. There

is not a missionary society represented in

this Ecumenical Conference which has not

given ample evidence that its dominating

purpose has been, not denominational

propagandism or denominational success

and glory, but the exaltation of Jesus

Christ in the conversion of the world.

It is not to be wondered at that some-

times, owing to the weakness of human
nature and its liability to be influenced by

lower and selfish motives, even though

touched by Divine grace, the requirements

of missionary comity have been forgotten.

Such instances are not absolutely unknown

even on the home fields. A man may serve

on a missionary board for years, he may
consecrate his life to the toils and depriva-

tions of missionary service, he may give

his body to be burned, and yet not be

wholly, exclusively and perpetually under

the control of that heaven-born principle

which “suffereth long and is kind, envieth

not, is not puffed up, doth not behave it-

self unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not

easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth

not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.”

A man may substitute zeal for some little

aspect of truth for zeal for Jesus Christ,

who is the full-orbed truth. Consecration

to the holiest service may not always and

necessarily imply the complete sanctifica-

tion of the soul.

Missionary comity is in its essence the

spirit of Christ manifesting itself in all

the forms and methods and activities of

foreign evangelization, and in all the in-

tercourse and relations of those who are

seeking to prosecute it. It is the illustra-

tion of that spirit which evangelization is

professedly seeking to realize in society.

“And light shall spread, and man be liker

man.

Through all the season of the golden

year”

;
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an illustration of the requirements of the

Christian religion which are binding upon

those who propagate it and those who re-

ceive it; an illustration of the principles of

that kingdom which is “righteousness and

peace and joy” in the world; an illustra-

tion of that spiritual brotherhood in a

small circle which is ultimately to embrace

all communities and all nations, by means

of restored sonship with God brought

about by the universal triumph of the gos-

pel. It is the expression of that courtesy

and thoughtful regard for the rights, the

feelings and the convictions of others

which should ever and everywhere charac-

terize the intercourse of Christian gentle-

men.

In a word, missionary comity is born of

the love of Christ shed abroad in the hearts

of His disciples, and is the manifestation

of the life of Christ in the lives of His

followers. It is inculcated with great fre-

quency in the Scriptures as in the lan-

guage of the Golden Rule, in Christ’s com-

mandment to His disciples, “That ye love

one another as I have loved you,” and in

His sacerdotal prayer for all believers.

“That they all may be one, as thou, Father,

art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also

may be one in us,” a prayer which may
not necessarily include outward organic

union, but must involve a unity of spirit

and of life that shall in some manner make

itself visible and felt in the world and be a

convincing evidence of the divine nature

of Christ and the superhuman character of

the Christian religion. “That the world

may believe that Thou hast sent Me.”

The spirit of comity does not necessitate

or contemplate any organic union of

churches under one particular form of gov-

ernment or one prescribed ritual of wor-

ship. As another has recently and wisely

said, “Organic unity, on lines accepted by

any one of the existing Christian bodies, is

clearly for the present out of reach. Ho

plan of union has been or can be sug-

gested which will not involve the surren-

der, on the part of some, of truth which

they hold vital. * * * The running

together of the separated churches, and

their reshaping in the outward mould of

any existing organization, is the dream of

unintelligent enthusiasm.” Differences in

polity must be left to the decision of an

intelligent and conscientious interpreta-

tion of Scripture. The outward forms of

worship must be determined by the tastes

and the convictions of the worshippers.

Compulsory conformity is neither desir-

able nor possible for any length of time.

The enlightened spirit is free and demands

freedom in administration and freedom in

expression, subject only to the law of

Christ.

Comity implies a lack of uniformity, but

insists upon living and thriving and

triumphing in the midst of it, and in spite

of it. It holds fast to the great underlying

unities and derives its strength and its

sweetness from these. It declares, “There

are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit,

and there are differences of administra-

tions, but the same Lord, and there are di-

versities of operations, but it is the same

God which worketh all in all.” “There

is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are

called in one hope of your calling; one

Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Father of all, who is above all, and

through all, and in you all.”

Whether it looks upon the figure of the

many members and the one body, of the

many regiments and the one army, or of

the many waves and the one sea, the spirit

of comity fastens its gaze upon the one Di-

vine life that animates and controls the

members, upon th'e spirit of loyalty that

inspires and unifies the regiments, upon

the mighty force that holds the multitu-

dinous waves in its grasp and merges them

in the ever moving tide.
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Moreover, missionary comity not only

recognizes the great underlying unities

among the followers of Christ, but it

places the supreme emphasis upon doctrine

that is essential to the regeneration and

salvation of the soul. The personality and

power of the Holy Spirit, the supernatural

birth, the atoning death and the glorious

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

offer of God’s pardoning mercy to peni-

tent men through the blood of the ever-

lasting covenant, and the hope of a blessed

immortality, these constitute the burden of

the missionary’s message, whatever the de-

nominational name he bears, whatever the

board that sends him out, and whatever

the people to which he goes. The preach-

ing of Christ and Him crucified to a lost

world, this is the primary motive in his

consecration to missionary service, this is

the paramount aim of all his toil and self-

denial, this is the first and second and

third item in the good news he carries

across the seas and over the mountains.

He ever keeps in mind the fact that the

cross of Christ is far higher than any de-

nominational standard, and overshadows

them all, his own not excepted, that per-

sonal faith is more essential than forms

and polities and administrations, and that

“blood is thicker than water.” And so

he exclaims with the first great missionary

to the Gentiles, “Notwithstanding, every

way Christ is preached, and I therein do

rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.”

There is time only to suggest a few prac-

tical applications and proper limitations

to the spirit of missionary comity.

I. All branches of the same general

church division, and all denominations in

which a union could be effected without

the surrender of any faith or practice that

is held to be vital, ought to unite their

work when prosecuted on the same mis-

sion field. It seems not only unnecessary,

but culpable, to transplant and perpetuate

divisions which have resulted from circum-

stances which have long since passed away,

or from the laying of emphasis upon unim-

portant matters. Let those who are in

reality of the same mind and of the same

faith and practice walk and work together.

II. Where a field has already been taken

possession of by one missionary body, that

body should have the exclusive right to

cultivate it, no matter how accessible and

attractive the field or how rich the promise

of the harvest. There should be no inter-

ference and no competition. The claims

of the original settlers should be carefully

acknowledged. Missionary expansion does

not give the right to enter upon territory

that is already pre-empted. Great centers

of population, too large for any one society

to compass, and large enough for the rep-

resentatives of two or more societies to

enter without danger of friction, may be

exempted from the operation of this rule.

III. In entering upon new territory

there may be, there should be, an amicable

division of the field, a careful and friendly

drawing of the boundary lines, not for the

sake of restricting missionary activity, but

for the sake of extending the preaching of

the gospel, of scattering more widely the

seed of the kingdom, and of bringing more
speedily under Christian cultivation the

barren wastes of the heathen world.

Otherwise some may be fed and others

perish with hunger; some may be en-

riched with the riches both of the wisdom
and of the knowledge of God, while others

remain in the distressing poverty of abject

spiritual ignorance. It was the generous

proposition of a peace-loving spirit, which

the patriarch made to his nephew: “Let

there be no strife, I pray thee, between me
and thee, and between my herdmen and

thy herdmen, for we be brethren. Is not

the whole land before thee? Separate

thyself, I pray thee, from me
;
if thou will

take the left hand, then I will go to the



134 Questions of the Hour.

right
;
or if thou depart to the right hand,

then I will go to the left.”

As brethren in Christ, bound together

not by the ties of consanguinity, but by

those of a spiritual brotherhood, it is ours

not only to avoid unseemly strife (that,

indeed, by all means and everywhere), but

to take possession both of the land of

Canaan and the cities of the plain for our

God. Our motto as missionary bodies may
often be : Divide that we may conquer,

scatter that we may increase, separate

that we may compass.

But if so be that any society, by reason

of limited resources or the pressing de-

mands of its other fields, finds itself, or is

found, unable to cultivate the new field,

the responsibility for which it has as-

sumed, it may ask for aid, or surrender its

claim. Missionary comity must not long

be allowed to hinder the carrying of bread

to the starving, or water to those who are

dying of spiritual thirst. Government

grants of land are conditioned upon their

being occupied and improved. Mission-

ary titles are invalidated by continued

neglect.

IV. Among missionaries of different

societies occupying the same or adjacent

fields the common love for Christ, and the

supreme regard for the coming of His

kingdom which that love engenders, will

prompt to frequent conferences, in which

the interests of the common work shall be

frankly and fully considered, and all mat-

ters which might lead to friction and about

which there is any possibility of misunder-

standing shall be examined in the spirit of

prayer and in the holy light of Christ’s

radiant presence. His Spirit regnant in

the hearts of His disciples will not only

preserve peace and harmony but will give

birth to mutual helpfulness, charity, con-

cession, when necessary, and uninter-

rupted good will. No problems are con-

ceivable which this Spirit cannot solve.

It should be understood that union and

concession are to be expected only so far

as they involve no surrender of truth that

is conscientiously held. Comity can never

demand disloyalty to conviction or the

violation of conscience. It has its limita-

tions at this point. It is the business of

comity to discover a modus vivendi, when

convictions may be divergent. To grant

to others the same rights of conscience

and of private judgment that we claim for

ourselves, and still to love them, and honor

them, and rejoice in their successes; that

is comity, that is liberality, that is Chris-

tianity.

Missionary comity also makes allowance

for a possible honest change of views

among missionaries and native converts

and workers. Such changes are not fre-

quent, but they do sometimes occur, and

if not rightly treated are likely to produce

alienation and lack of confidence and

Christian esteem.

This has no reference to those native

converts who are under discipline or have

been dismissed for cause, and who offer

themselves for membership in another

communion, or to those cases of professed

change of views brought about by unwor-

thy means, it may be by a money consider-

ation. Missionary courtesy and Christian

honor prescribe the same course of action

in all such cases. The discipline of native

churches should always be respected, and

the offer of an increased stipend to native

workers to secure a transfer of service

should be looked upon as of the nature of

a dishonorable bribe. It would be well, if

among missionaries of different bodies oc-

cupying the same field, a uniform rate of

compensation for native employees could

be agreed upon, so as to avoid all tempta-

tion of an appeal to the mercenary spirit.

It may be difficult to escape the peril of

“rice Christians.” No self-respecting mis-

sionary will seek to win helpers by the
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offer of pecuniary inducements and thus

lend himself to the creation of a class of

“rice preachers.”

But this suggestion has reference to

those who by reason of supposed new

light are led conscientiously to withdraw

from the fellowship of one communion

and enter into that of another, and from

the service of one misionary society to en-

gage in the service of another. Such vol-

untary changes in the ministry at home

and among the members of our churches

are not infrequent, and the departing go

forth with the benediction and best wishes

of their former associates, though it may
be reluctantly dismissed. Such transfers

sometimes take place on mission fields,

where no slightest dishonorable motive can

be suspected; not frequently, but often

enough to require consideration.

A young woman finds it conducive to

her happiness and her increased usefulness

for Christ to marry into another fold. A
young man in whom a missionary society

has largely invested, and from whom it

expects corresponding returns, under a

change of view and consequent conviction

of duty seeks fellowship and service in an-

other society. How shall such cases be

treated? What has missionary comity to

say? Shall it demand that the society

which gains a new helper shall reimburse

the society which suffers loss for the ex-

pense of outfit and passage and salary dur-

ing the time of preparation and compara-

tive inactivity? That has been thought

right and equitable, though it is not easy

to determine the fair amount of the reim-

bursement.

But have we not reached that stage of

Christian fellowship and that conception

of the oneness of the great work in which

we are engaged and that genuine and un-

selfish interest in the success of all work-

ers in mission fields, that such apparent

losses can be looked upon as the not in-

tended indeed, but not unwilling contribu-

tions of one society to the strength and

progress of a sister society? God some-

times compels us to render obedience to

the apostolic injunction to ‘Hiook not

every man on his own things, but every

man also on the things of others.” The

waters of our benevolence are made to

overflow the banks of the channels which

we have digged for them. We ordain

agencies and fit them for service, but God
uses them in other ways and in other fields

than those which we had intended. The

American Board of Commissioners sent

Adoniram Judson to India, little dream-

ing that he was to be their magnificent

contribution to their Baptist brethren, to

arouse them to effective missionary organi-

zation and to become their first great

apostle to the millions of Burma.

Besides the underlying unities of our

evangelical faith, there is the indestruc-

tible tie of a common obedience to Christ’s

last commission and a common purpose to

help on in some way and in every way the

evangelization of the world and a common
fellowship and partnership in this glorious

enterprise. Christ is not divided. His

plan includes all workers and all work.

The multiform and diversified work of His

disciples is directed by the ever watchful

eye of the Master towards one glorious end.

“The hands upon that cruel tree.

Extended wide as mercy’s span,

Are gathering to the Son of man
The ages past and yet to be.”

We are all the inheritors of the past, its

leaders, its achievements, its inspirations.

Ziegenbalg and Schwartz, Carey and Duff,

Buchanan and Martyn, Morrison and

Moffat and Livingstone, Judson and Mills

and Goodell, Patteson and Hannington

and Pilkmgton, are all ours, and we are

Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. And in

God’s good time, when the work of Chris-
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tian missions shall be accomplished, when

the kingdoms of this world shall become

the kingdoms of our Lord and of His

Christ, that beautiful exotic which we call

Christian comity will ripen and flower, in

its native atmosphere, into the perfect one-

ness of faith and life and service of all

God’s redeemed children.

Protestant Christians in the United States add $500,000,000 to their hoarded

capital every year. Yet instead of giving God His tenth, we only give Him one-hun-

dredth of what is left, after necessaries and luxuries and extravagance have been

provided for. Is it not a burning shame, and only less than an unpardonable sin, for

the Lord’s people to add one farthing to their capital while the missionary map of

the world is still an almost unbroken sheet of night ? With a comprehensive concep-

tion of the world’s need, and a complete consecration of our wealth and our poverty

to God, there can be no reason why each hundred Christians should not send one of

their number to rescue the perishing in the lands where there is no vision. This

would mean the thrusting out of 400,000 reapers into the ovei’-ripe harvest fields of

our world. Yet each of these' would be confronted by 2,500 souls who never had

received an inkling that there is such a thing as pardon of sin and cleansing from it.

This would be an aggressive movement worthy of Christ’s blood-bought Bride and

befitting the extremity of a perishing woi'ld. If we really mean to obey the Master’s

command, and bear the gospel to all the world, can we do less ? With such an honest

purpose-like attempt to do His will and save the lost, we have evei’y assurance to

believe there will come to the Church such a quickening and enlargement as it has

never known since Pentecost.—Rev. Dr. Wilson, of Wooster, O.

“Take the love of Jesus out of your heart,” cried a chief on the Niger to his

slave, “or die.” “I cannot do it,” said the Christian negro
;
“for the Lord Jesus

Christ came from heaven and put His love in my heart. He put a padlock on it and

has taken the key with Him up to heaven.”

The Statistical Summary of Foreign Missions in the Report of the Ecumenical

Conference shows 449 societies at work among unevangelized races, the income raised

for the purpose being nearly four millions sterling. Of the total 15,460 missionai’ies,

702 are physicians or surgeons, the number of stations being 5,571, with 26,247 sub-

stations. No less than 11,039 organized churches ai’e being maintained, showing

nearly one and a quarter millions of communicants. The Sabbath schools number

15,032, with a membership of 772,000
;
and the native Christian community, includ-

ing, besides communicants, non-communicants of all ages, numbers something like

four and a half millions of persons.

According to reports made to the Ecumenical Conference, held in New Yoi’k last

year, there are 2,800 foi'eign missionaries now in China, l’epresenting 56 societies,

with over 100,000 membei’S gathered in ehui'ches, at 500 stations and 2,000 out-

stations. There ai‘e also about 50,000 scholars gathered into day and other schools,

nearly 5,000 being in colleges and seminaries. There are nearly 200 medical

missionaries, and scores of hospitals,, in which Chinese officials show great interest.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.

—

A private letter from

Miss Willia A. Dodds, dated March 6, was

accompanied with the following report of

the hospital work

:

Since the opening of the hospital after

the summer vacation, forty-seven cases

have been treated. Three of these were

Protestants, a few Greeks and Armenians,

but by far the larger part were Moslems

and Fellaheen. Most of the time the cots

were all full, although occasionally the

number was reduced to eight or ten. For

a few days past the amount of sickness in

the city has been much less than formerly,

and on this account our patients are now

reduced to seven—the smallest number

that we have had at any time during the

year. Two of these have injuries result-

ing from dynamite explosions; one lost

three fingers of his right hand and the

other had to have his right hand ampu-

tated at the wrist, and also three fingers

of his left hand. Another young man has

a gunshot wound in the head. All are

getting along nicely. Nearly all of our

patients for some time past have had sores

or wounds of some kind, drawing heavily

on our supply of cotton and bandages. We
have had but one death in the hospital so

far this year—a young woman who died

from consumption. We do not ordinarily

take in patients suffering from this dis-

ease, on account of the fear that these

people have of it, but in this case the

young woman was a member of the church,

and as she had always been a servant and

had no home of her own we made an ex-

ception to the rule, giving her a separate

room and caring for her nearly five months

until the end came, although it is nearly

impossible to get any of the native people

to do anything for one in such a condi-

tion.

It is not often that any of our patients

show a disposition to avoid the religious

instruction that is given daily in the hos-

pital; on the other hand many of those

who are able to and can read spend much

of their time reading in the Bible and

other religious books for themselves. I

can only remember one such person among
all the patients that we have had. He
never said much, but was always seeking

excuses to be absent from the prayers.

Some are so ignorant that they can under-

stand but little, while others make much
progress in religious knowledge.

Many of the patients have been from

the villages, often twenty to fifty miles

away, and almost every one that comes is

the means of sending others later on. As

a rule all are grateful for what is done for

them, although here, as everywhere else,

there are some who care for little but to

get all they can; yet we have reason to

believe that very few leave us without a

sense of their obligation and a higher con-

ception of the religion of the Bible.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—In a letter

dated March 6, Rev. J. R. Dodds says

among other things

:

The spring is opening up. The cold of

winter is past. I do not know whether it

is due to this, but owing to some cause our

audiences are larger than they were dur-

ing the winter. Wednesday of last week

there were forty persons present at prayer

meeting, besides the schools. It is the

largest number we have had in a prayer

meeting for a long time. The number of

strangers is usually from twenty to thirty.

By strangers I mean persons not living in

the compound.
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Last Sabbath I was in Tarsus. As it

was a beautiful day and as the teacher’s

baby was to be baptized, a very large num-

ber of persons were present. There were

220 grown persons, besides many children.

Many went awray because they could not

get in. The room was much too small to

accommodate even those who did get in;

and as there is but one little window and

the two doors filled with people, the air

became very close, and I was almost ready

to faint before the service was over.

The previous teacher, being a converted

fellah, had not the taste in arranging the

schoolroom that the present teacher has.

Under the present teacher, however, maps

and charts and books, not to speak of

seats, have all found a proper arrange-

ment. He has also adorned the wall with

texts in English, French and Arabic, tasti-

ly drawn with his own hand.

Mrs. Dodds tells me the service in Mer-

sina was also very largely attended last

Sabbath. Owing to the drunkenness pre-

ceding Lent, we could not hold any out-

side meetings—I mean cottage meetings

—

last week.

Cyprus.—A letter from Rev. Henry

Easson, dated March 7, supplies the fol-

lowing items

:

As Rev. A. Agyptiades, our new helper,

takes the Greek service now every other

Sabbath, I arranged with Dr. Moore to

take charge of the Armeno-Turkish ser-

vice last Sabbath, and went with

Zacharakes, our colporteur, to spend a day

or two in Nicosia. On Friday afternoon

we tried to get an audience for a Greek

service on Sabbath and found many who

said they would be glad to attend, so it

was announced that I would preach at 10

A. M. and at 5 P. M. The Bible class

taught by Rev. H. Sarkissian meets at 9

A. M., and I arranged to preach for him

to the Armenian congregation at 3 P. M..

On Saturday I spent part of the fore-

noon in the stores and shops, and Mrs.

Easson and I made a few calls in the

afternoon. While in the shop of an

Armenian baker, another Armenian, a

dyer by trade, came in, not a Protestant,

but open to conviction, and one who likes

to hear the truth. In course of conversa-

tion he expressed his thankfulness that he

had received his “divorce,” as he called

it, from a bigoted partner, and that now

he was master of himself. Before, if he

attended the preaching service, he was in

danger of losing money by it, and there

was also a continued war between himself

and his partner, but now he was a free

man and could go to the service when he

pleased. He was at church on Sabbath

with his wife and child. Another man, a

Maronite, came into the shop, and after

the usual salutations he pointed to a large

stone building nearing completion, and

said : “See how the French grow. They

build large churches and schools and show

the people that they have come to stay.

Schools are what you want; you must get

hold of the children and get the seed of

truth firmly fixed in their hearts and you

will soon have a large American com-

munity here.” I replied that we did not

wish to make the people Americans. We
did not ask them to change their nation-

ality, our object being to make them better

Christians. Believing that the Bible is

the foundation of the Christian religion,

we wished all connected with us to be “gos-

pel Christians”—that is, take the Bible as

the rule of their life, both inward and out-

ward. We did not believe in sprinkling a

little water on people and calling them

American Protestants while there was no

change in heart nor in life. He admitted

that our way was the best, but still he

thought the surest way to accomplish our

object was working on the children day by

day in the school, and I believe he is right.
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After all the good promises, no Greeks

came to the service at 10 A. M. Sabbath,

but we had twenty-seven at the Armenian

service at 3 P. M. Between 4 and 5 P. M.

the colporteur and a friend went out to

give the second invitation to those who

had promised to come, but like the men
described by our Lord in His parable,

nearly all had some excuse to make, and at

5 P. M. there were only ten present, count-

ing the preacher. We know, however, that

the blessing is promised to the twos and

threes, and therefore we sow in hope.

The colporteur did good work in read-

ing and selling the Bible, and so commit-

ting the spoken and written word to the

keeping of Him who said, “My word shall

not return unto Me void, but it shall ac-

complish that which I please, and it shall

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it,
: ’

we returned on Monday to our work in

Larnaca.

Under date March 23 Mr. Easson sends

the following items

:

Mr. Demitrius had a letter from a

friend in Nicosia who is trying to reform

the Greek church from within, and he

asked that our Greek preacher come up

for a few days and preach in their club

room, and he promised to get him a good

audience. Dr. Moore has gone with him
to spend the Sabbath and see what there

is in it. There seems to be a number of

men in the Greek church who are work-

ing for reform. They have asked the Gov-

ernment to pass a law forbidding certain

kinds of work on the Sabbath day, but I

do not think they will get any help from
that quarter. Our prayer is that these

men may be led by the Holy Spirit so that

they will be freed from the fear of man
and come out boldly for the truth.

I have just read the article by Dr. Sam-
uel B. Capen, of Boston, in March Olive
Trees, and I think I would apply his two-
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cent a day test to the Covenanter Church

as he did to the Congregational. I have

not the exact number of members in our

church before me, but I believe it is be-

tween 9,000 and 10,000, and to be on the

safe side, I will call it 9,000 members.

Now if we take away half of these for the

youngest members who are dependent on

their parents, and for the very poor, we
have 4,500 members. Now in the words

of Dr. Capen, “Does it not seem reason-

able to expect that this remaining 4,500

should be able to give for foreign missions

at least two cents a day?” This would

amount to $7.30 a year, or $32,850 for

foreign mission work from this alone, and,

as Dr. Capen says of his church, so we

can truly say of the Covenanter Church,

“We have many who give hundreds and

some perhaps who give, let us say, $1,000,

and there are enough of these to swell the

total to nearly $40,000.”

If our Board had such an income, would

the Lord’s work be hindered as it is at the

present? May the Lord open the eyes of

His people to see their duty in this regard

and come up to the help of the Lord

against the mighty.

China.

—

Private advices from Canton

received since our missionary, Rev. A. I.

Robb, had determined to go back to China

in April, as reported in last issue, indi-

cated very clearly that the way was not

open to resume operations in the country

districts. He was thus arrested in his pur-

pose to return at that time, and will re-

main in America till autumn. This is

something of a disappointment to a man
so eager as Mr. Robb to be in harness

again, but it seemed unwise to allow him
to run the risks connected with returning

to China at that season of the year on an

uncertainty. In the meantime he will

visit some of the congregations, and at

the meeting of Synod he will have an op-
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portunity of addressing the representa-

tives of the whole Church as to the claims

of a missionary enterprise with which his

name will always be identified.

New Hebrides.—The friends of mis-

sionary work on these islands will read

with deep sorrow of the failing health of

Rev. Frank H. L. Paton, of West Tanna.

He seemed to be for a time at the gates

of death, but has recovered sufficiently to

visit Australia for change of climate and

medical advice. There is great uncertain-

ty, however, as to his being able to return

to the field.

The following paragraphs are taken

from a chapter of his “Lenakel News ”

recently received from Dr. J. G. Paton :

“The preparations for our Christmas

gatherings are now begun in earnest. Our

boats plied backwards and forwards in all

directions, bringing in people from the

out-stations, while many came overland.

The teachers held special services every

day, and along with the elders examined

those who wished to be baptized. Those

whom they recommended came in to me
and I further examined them. I was de-

lighted with the progress many of the can-

didates had made, and decided to baptize

forty-five of them. Many of these were

converts from the out-stations trained by

our teachers there. Mala, Kawa and Ta-

panua all had converts to be baptized. This

was specially gratifying to me, as it will

also be to those who are supporting our

teachers. Several of the out-station con-

verts volunteered to come and be trained

as teachers as soon as I come back from

the colonies.

“On the Sabbath a great crowd gathered

at the mission station. I managed to

get into my clothes for the first time for

a month, and walked over to the church,

though I was very weak and hardly able

to stand. There were 342 people crammed

into the church, and forty-two more stood

outside at the windows. In addition to

the Tannese, there were two boat loads

of Aniwans who had come over for Christ-

mas. It was a most gladdening service. I

baptized forty-five adults and seven chil-

dren, and it was a time of holy joy to us

all. Our membership now stands at 130,

but one of these is under suspension for

falling into evil conduct. Besides these

nine of our members have died.

“That is the saddest part of our work

here, the people are dying out so quickly.

But we thank God for those who have died

in the faith.

“On the same day that we had our com-

munion and baptisms here both Mr. Mac-

millan and Mr. Gillies were also baptizing

converts at their stations, so that it is a

day to be remembered in all Tanna.

“On the morning of New Year’s Day

we had a very solemn service in the church,

when Lomai, Iavis, Nilua and Neropo

were appointed as full teachers of the

Word of God on West Tanna. Lomai and

Iavis are to live at Lenakel and help in the

oversight of the whole work. Nilua is to

labor at Lapunha in the midst of a very

large heathen district, while Neropo is to

work at Lenbakel, which is the center of

another large heathen district. This is a

great advance in our work, and we are all

full of hope and joy. There is a wonder-

ful spirit of faith among our people just

now, and they are looking for much in-

gathering from among the heathen in the

near future. That New Year’s Day meet-

ing was a deeply impressive one to us all.

Tausi led us in a beautiful and simple

prayer, and it touched me so much that I

give it as nearly as I can remember in his

own words (translation, of course) :

“ ‘Lord God, our Heavenly Father, this

is the new day to-day. The yams, the

trees, the whole earth is full of joy to-day,

and we. Thv children, are full of joy to-
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day because of Thy love. Fill us with

Thy Holy Spirit, and make us like Thy

Son. We are glad to-day because of these,

Thy servants, who have given their lives

to teach Thy word. Fill them with Thy

Holy Spirit, and make them strong for the

work which Thou hast put into their

hearts to do. Go Thou before them, and

turn the people’s hearts to them that the

people may take Thy word and find life in

Thee. It is not in ourselves we trust, for

we are sinful men, 0 Lord. But our trust

is in Thy Son, who came to earth and died

for us. We ask Thee to hear our prayer

to-day in the name of Jesus the Messiah.

Amen.’

“After the service we met with the

teachers in prayer in the study, and then

the whole people went to Lapunha and

settled Nilua and his wife Nahwata. The

next day all the people went to Lenbakel

and settled Neropo and his wife Sarah

there. Both settlements are happy and

full of promise.

“Some time ago I wrote about the vil-

lage of Lemrau being closed to us. Yes-

teiday a message reached us from the

chief, hitherto our bitterest enemy, that

he wanted us to go and pray for him and

his people, as they were all afraid because

of the great sickness that had come upon

them. Our people are overjoyed at this

answer to their prayers, and will not be*

slow to accept the old chief’s invitation.”

In the Presbyterian Record of Canada

is an interesting letter of Dec. 10, 1900,

from Rev. J. W. Mackenzie, which shows

the marvellous change that the gospel has

wrought at Eratap, Efate, where he had

been staying for a few days. The follow-

ing extracts will be read with gratitude

' to God : “This is the village which, many

years before the gospel was introduced,

treacherously murdered a shipwrecked

company. Some of the bodies they kept

for themselves and others they sent as

presents to neighboring villages.

“Perhaps you remember hearing the

different treatment another shipwrecked

company received from them after they

became Christians. Part of them they

took to their homes, the rest having been

accommodated in other villages, and sup-

plied them with food, although owing to a

drought that year, they had little enough

for themselves, until another vessel came
and rescued them.

“Kalomet, their chief, the first of their

number to come in, and unanimously

chosen by the whole village after they re-

nounced heathenism, is one of the finest

native Christians I have ever known. The
house in which I write, a lime cottage a

few yards distant from his own comfort-

able lime house, he and his people built for

me of their own accord. Their hospitality

when I come here is unstinted.

“Lale, the chief’s wife, the mother of

five as bright looking children as are to

be found in any village in the group, is

equally exemplary. All the years they

have been church members I have never

had a single occasion to reprove either of

them for unseemly conduct. Bickering

and fault-finding, so common with other

natives, are almost unknown in that home.

The training of their children would do

credit to a home in a civilized land.

“Considering the value of a soul in God’s

sight, it would have been worth while for

the Church to have sent us here, even had

we no other fruit of our labor than this

godly pair.

“Some weeks ago we had our annual

feast for the natives. How they enjoy

these gatherings ! Except communion

seasons, they are the only occasions on

which all the villages meet. Not only are

they a benefit in that we are able to

realize a considerable sum of money, but

the natives become acquainted with each
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other, and see that they are one people.

They see too that they can have a pleasant

time, although they have given up their

old feasts and customs on which formerly

their hearts were so much set. The chil-

dren begin months beforehand to save up

their pennies, for like all children, they

like lollies and other sweet things.”

Diarbekir.

—

The April number of the

Missionary Herald prints a letter from

Mr. Brown, of Harpoot, written from

Diarbekir, Jan. 29, from which we take

the following items

:

Diarbekir is the great city on the Tigris

so famous in the wars of the Romans,

Scythians, Saracens and Turks, whose mas-

sive walls and towers still bid defiance to

man and nature. We never enter this city

without peculiar emotions; this time we

shall leave it with such as we have never

had before.

There has been no pastor over this im-

portant church at Diarbekir since the mas-

sacres of 1895, which were extremely

severe in this city, so that now it has not

half its former wealth and strength. All

their efforts to secure a pastor or even a

preacher have proved unavailing, and one

of the congregation conducts their Sab-

bath and week day services. To say we

found this church in a deplorable condi-

tion, torn by factions, jealousies, etc.,

would express inadequately their need of

missionary visitation. Perhaps this can

be expressed in a more realistic way by

saying this is our fourteenth week of

labor here and the end is not yet, though

our daily services have continued three

months and their attendance and interest

are now at their best. Such a change has

occurred that it is literally true that

Psalm 126 is continually in our mouths,

which are indeed filled with laughter and

our tongues with singing, because of the

great things He has done for us.

There has been little to remind one of

a “revival” so called, yet from the begin-

ning of our daily meetings Hosea’s proph-

ecy seemed fulfilled (Hosea 14: 4), and

the Spirit has continued to descend like

dew and we have enjoyed blessed times of

refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

We are confident many have been born

again, though many, being Gregorians,

may not yet have strength to leave the

old church and identify themselves with

us. Still many Gregorian homes for the

first time have daily prayer and praise,

and there is great joy in this city and in

many individual hearts within and with-

out our Protestant community. Such are

some of the more potent fruits of the

Spirit. Within the church the change is

quite as marked. Those who for years

have neither visited each other nor even

saluted one another by the way, now are

seen walking, working, praying and eat-

ing together in one another’s homes and

at the Lord’s table.

Perhaps quite as good a proof as any,

among Orientals, of the reality of this

blessing occurred yesterday when we saw

the “faith that worketh by love.” Of

the heritage of their former mutual dis-

trust and indifference there remained a

church debt of 40 liras which the church

committee despaired of removing, since

the government had been lately extorting

its claims for this year, together with all

back taxes. With not the strongest faith

I preached on the widow’s mite, and said

we would have no more prayer meetings

till we had demonstrated that the grace

of God had reached our pockets. Then I

left them to battle with this debt. All

took hold heartily, some giving literally

all they had, and they then and there

raised fully half and hope to raise the

other half to-day, so we may not lose one

prayer meeting. Praise God from whom
all blessings flow!
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AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.

—

Attention is called

to the following items from the Central

Board :

Financial Statement.
Overdraft Overdraft
Mar.1,1901. Receipts. Expenses. Apl.1,1901.

Domestic Mission, 82.687.41 $499.10 §75.00 $2,263.31

Southern Mission 102.54 297.21 440.31 245.64

On Hand
Apt. 1,1901.

Chinese Mission.

.

24.62 83.54 50.15 8.77
On hand

Mar. 1, 1901.

Indian Mission... 551.10 171.39 329.33 393.16
Jewish “

331.03 25.46 138.00 218.49
Sustentation Fund 844 27 21.31 — 865.38

Domestic Mission.—The Board has no

stations under its care. It simply orders

paid to the treasurers of presbyteries the

amounts appropriated by Synod when the

clerks certify to what extent the condi-

tions have been complied with. The rule

of the Board when it had stations was to

pay the traveling expenses one way when

supplies remained three months, and both

ways when they remained six months.

The Domestic Mission Fund has been

overdrawn already $2,363.31. The divi-

dend on invested funds will be about

$1,500, making the deficit about $850.

Twenty-five per cent, of the amount ap-

propriated by Synod is still due. The

Board at its meeting April 17 did not feel

at liberty to borrow from other funds the

amount necessary to pay the full appro-

priation of $8,600. Unless there be liberal

contributions there will be reported to

Synod a deficit of not less than $2,500.

This will greatly reduce the amount that

congregations can with any good reason

expect to receive next year.

Southern Mission .—The attendance at

the school is about four hundred. The

teachers are all at work. Everything is

progressing satisfactorily. In the present

condition of the treasury the Board can-

not see its way to enlarge the work. What
is needed is a deepening of interest on

the part of the Church in this mission.

Perhaps an arrangement can be made by

which Mr. Reed can present its claims to

a number of congregations during the

summer.

Indian Mission.—Miss Moore’s health

has somewhat improved. The allotment

of the lands has on the whole been satis-

factory. The health of the mission force

is good with the exception of Mr.

Carithers, who is suffering from overwork

and anxiety.

Chinese Mission.—The names of twen-

ty-three scholars were enrolled last month.

There was an average attendance of seven-

teen. Three friends of the mission have

kindly volunteered to render assistance

—

Mrs. Wood and Mr. and Miss Hammore.

Jewish Mission.—The mission has been

temporarily suspended. The old building

has been sold and the repairs on the new

one are not finished. Mr. Greenburg is

spending the time in an effort to collect

enough money to lift the mortgage of

$1,900.

Sustentation.—The kind friend who

gave so liberally to this fund on previous

years has again shown his interest in the

cause by making another contribution of

$1,500. Last year the Board was enabled

to pay 98 per cent. This year, if the con-

gregations contribute as they should, it

will be able to pay 100 per cent.

Kansas Presbytery at its late meeting

recommended that three of the congrega-

tions which have been receiving from the

Home Mission Fund apply this year to

the Board of Sustentation. The effort to

have settled congregations that need help

apply to this Board should be encouraged.

There are advantages connected with

drawing from the Domestic Mission Fund.

The amount of supplement is known at

the beginning of the year and is likely to

be larger than when application is made
to the Board of Sustentation. Payments

are made quarterly and not, as by the lat-

ter, at the close of the year. The condi-
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tion of an average of $7 a member being

raised is not required. If the deficit of

$2,500 be not made up when Synod meets,

the advantage next year, so far as the

amount is concerned, will be in favor of

those congregations that apply to the Sus-

tentation Fund. Why cannot some ar-

rangement be made by which those that

receive aid from it may let their intention

be known at the fall meetings of presby-

teries, accompanied with a promise to com-

ply with the conditions, and after the clerks

have notified the Board of this action, the

latter be authorized to pay one-half of

what is asked, at its meeting in Decem-

ber? There would be no risk in this. If

the collection be taken up earlier there

would be no necessity to borrow, or Synod's

Board might declare semi-annual divi-

dends. As to the requirement of an aver-

age of $7 per member, that is not unrea-

sonable. The amount was reduced last

Synod from $8. The list of the majority

of the congregations that receive from

the Domestic Mission Fund is given on

pages 111 and 112 of the minutes. Nearly

if not all of those that are settled can

without difficulty, perhaps do, raise the

amount required. Let the Church con-

tribute to this scheme as it should and it

will not be long until all settled congrega-

tions that apply for supplements will make

their applications to the Board of Susten-

tation, and the present unsatisfactory ar-

rangement by which some receive from

one and some from another will come, as

it should come, to an end.

J. W. Sprotjll.

Beaver Falls, Pa.

—

In a private let-

ter, Dr. W. P. Johnston, President of

Geneva College, says: “We have the larg-

est graduating class in the history of the

college, more students in college this year

than for any one year in a long time, more

college spirit than usual, and more to en-

courage in many ways. The year is near-

ing to a close. We hope to see the mem-
bers of the Synod at the commencement."

Bloomington, Ind.

—

The sacrament of

the Lord’s Supper was observed in this con-

gregation on the fourth Sabbath of March,

Licentiate G. W. Benn, of Staunton, 111.,

being the assistant. The weather condi-

tions were very excellent for this time of

the year, so that there was a good attend-

ance of all the flock, both young and old.

The large number of members present on

Fast Day was especially notable. There

were three additions to the membership,

and the whole occasion was a very pleasant

and, we trust, profitable one. Blooming-

ton is a town of about 8,000 inhabitants

and the home of the State University of

Indiana, so it affords a large field of work.

The pastor. Rev. R. M. Blackwood, left

immediately after the services to assist at

Morning Sun, la.

* * * *

Morning Sun, Ia.

—

The Lord’s Supper

was dispensed in this congregation March

31. Rev. R. M. Blackwood, of Blooming-

ton, Ind., was the assistant. The congre-

gation was highly pleased wfith the dis-

courses preached by him. Eight names

were added to the roll of members
;
five of

these were of the youth of the congrega-

tion on profession of faith. The congre-

gation was saddened on Tuesday of com-

munion week by the death of Thomas M.

Edgar, one of the deacons. He had acute

pneumonia, was sick only six days. He
died in the assurance of hope. He has

left a wife and two small children.

The annual report of this congregation

will show $284 contributed to the Syrian

Mission, $245 to the Home Mission fund,

$117 to the Southern Mission and con-

tributions to all other funds. No unusual

effort was required to raise the money. If
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all congregations would give in the same

proportion there would be no deficits to

report to Synod. Com.

New York.

—

Communion services in

the Third New York were held on April,

second Sabbath. The pastor was assisted

by his brother, the Rev. H. G. Foster, who

earnestly, clearly and forcefully preached

the gospel. The Sabbath attendance was

larger than usual, and the table services

were witnessed by a number of strangers.

The whole communion season was a “time

of refreshing.” Seven names were added

to the roll.
*

The Lord’s Supper was dispensed in

Second New York on the 21st of April.

The assistant was Rev. I. A. Blackwood, of

the Fourth Church, who, in all his dis-

courses, presented precious gospel truth in

a vivid and scholarly manner. For the

first time in a quarter of a century com-

munion Sabbath was a very Stormy day,

and many were thus prevented from at-

tending the solemn services who had been

looking forward to them with lively antici-

pations of a good time. Some would have

been absent even if the weather had

been favorable, owing, to unexpected ill-

ness, notably Elder William McCullagh,

who was away from his place at the Table

of the Lord for the first time in fifty

years. There was an accession of eight

—

two on certificate from the North Presby-

terian Church, and six on profession of

faith, one of these the fruit of the Mission

El-Eman.

On Communion Monday the women of

this congregation and some friends sent to

Treasurer Miller their annual offering to

the mountain schools in Syria, which

amounted this year to $431.25.

Communion services were held in

Fourth New York on the last Sabbath of

April, Rev. W. M. George, of Brooklyn,

assisting. Twelve were added to the

membership of the church.

Renfrew, Pa.

—

Elder John Magee, of

North Union, died Feb. 8, 1901, in the

eighty-third year of his age. He was born

Nov. 4, 1818, the youngest of a family of

thirteen children, all of whom lived and

died in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church. He united with the Church in

early life, and was elected ruling elder in

1843.

The session of North Union Congrega-

tion took the following action relative to

his death

:

“We desire to place on record our appre-

ciation of the life and character of our

departed brother and fellow-presbyter,

John Magee. Chosen to the office of rul-

ing elder in early life while a member of

the old Union Congregation, being a

charter member of the North Union Con-

gregation and a member of its original

session, and having held this position ever

since until his death, he had opportunity

to give full proof of his qualification to

rule in the house of God. He was a man
of sobriety and gravity, sound judgment

and prudence. His official duties were

performed with fidelity. He was almost

invariably found in his place in session

and the congregation. His absence was

pretty sure evidence of providential deten-

tion. In the courts of God’s house he was

mild and steadfast. His firmness was due

to his clear conviction of truth and duty.

No one questioned his piety and sincerity.

He lived a good life and died the death of

the righteous. He came to his grave in a

full age, like as a shock of corn cometh

in his season. He was the oldest member
of session, and by his removal we are de-

prived of his wise counsel and ripe experi-

ence. His life teaches us to love the truth,

to have convictions and stand by them, to

exercise unfaltering faith in God and the
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Church, and to be faithful unto death that

we may receive the crown of life.”

F. M. Wilson, Mod.,

Geo. H. McCaw, Cleric.

Utica, 0.—In the wise providence of

our Heavenly Father the Woman’s Mis-

sionary Society of Utica is called upon to

record the death of one of its members,

Mrs. Lizzie McCracken Adams, which took

place Jan. 26, 1901. She was in her own

home, and with scarcely any warning was

taken from earth to heaven. She was

devoted to her husband, whose death oc-

curred eleven months previous to her own,

and a loving mother. Mrs. Adams took a

deep interest in all mission work connected

with the society. Her advice and counsel

were sought after by relatives and friends

and with kindness given to the utmost of

her ability.

The society desires thus to bear testi-

mony to her Christian character. She

sleeps and her works praise her. She was

faithful to her trust. She did what she

could. Her example as a devoted Chris-

tian leaves a precious memory. She now

enjoys her reward in the heavenly home

with her Redeemer.

May the memory of her pleasant, cheer-

ful, uncomplaining life under severe sick-

nesses and trials be blessed to each mem-
ber of the society. May we keep constant-

ly in mind the Saviour’s command, "Be ye

also ready, for in such an hour as ye think

not, the Son of Man cometh.” While we

miss her genial presence and her counsel,

we rejoice in the hope of meeting her again

when life’s labors are ended.

Elizabeth J. Hervey,

Lide F. Dunlap.

Youngstown, 0.—Mr. Alexander

Ewing departed this life Friday evening.

Jan. 25, 1901. He had been low for some

weeks with la grippe, which caused his

death. Mr. Ewing will be missed in

Youngstown Congregation, of which he

has been a member since its organization,

and of which he was at the time of his

death the oldest member. Although dur-

ing the greater part of his illness he had

in greater or less degree the use of his

mental powers, his last hours were uncon-

scious. He gave comforting assurance of

his faith in Jesus, and when memory had

failed and he was unable to recognize his

nearest friends, he would still repeat por-

tions of Psalms. Even when apparently

unconscious, his mind would revert to such

portions as he had rested upon for com-

fort and strength during a long life.

Mr. Ewing was born Oct. 2, 1814, and

was one of a family of twelve children.

Only two of these survive him—Elder

John Ewing, of this congregation, and

Mrs. Margery Gault, living in the bounds

of the old North Jackson Congregation.

The former is now seventy-six years of

age and the latter eighty-four. The de-

ceased connected with the Reformed Pres-

byterian Church in early life. He was

married May 19, 1842, to Miss Mary Ann
Cook, with whom he lived happily until

her death in the fall of 1893. To this

union were born five children, of whom
one is dead and four remain to answer the

summons of the Master. The remains of

Mr. Ewing were laid to rest in the bury-

ing ground near the former site of the old

North Jackson Church.

We are again admonished to be “ready,”

and have again reason to bless God for

sustaining grace which proves so amply

sufficient in the hour of greatest need.

“Even to your old age I am He
;
and even

to hoar hairs will I carry you.” Isa. 46 :4.

F. M. Wilson.

r>o<v
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MONOGRAPHS.

OUK ASPIRATION DEPENDENT ON
OUR INSPIRATION.

A strong, manly character both aspires

and inspires. The aspiration is its exhala-

tion—its outbreathing of the divine; the

inspiration is its inhalation—its inbreath-

ing of the divine. The aspiration is

wholly dependent on the inspiration—we

only outbreathe as we inbreathe, we out-

work only as the Spirit first inworks. This

is one of the axioms of the Kingdom of

Heaven, one of the self-evident truths

—

it needs no proof, but it sadly needs em-

phasis and attention in these busy days.

All history attests that those who have be-

come marked for their aspirations which

have inspired other lives have been they

that could say with the busy Paul, “I bow

my knees unto the Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that He would grant you, ac-

cording to the riches of His glory, to be

strengthened with might by His Spirit in

the inner man.” There is the secret of

that mighty life, and also of those that

came under the power of His influence

—

Paul lived in the atmosphere of being

strengthened with might by His Spirit in

the inner man.

Let us examine this axiom of the King-

dom more closely: Aspiration—what is

it? Throwing out the breath, not as in

expiration which leads to death, but as

manifest in the true breathing process of

strong and healthy people. Every one who

is breathing rightly must exhale what is

inhaled. This aspiration is seen in the

deep longings of the heart for “whatsoever

things are true, and honest, and just, and

pure, and lovely, and of good report.” It

is the true ambition of a life as distinct

from false ambition, the ambition that ex-

alts God and belittles self. It marks every

true life. Frances Willard said of herself,

“I never knew what it was not to aspire.”

We see the “aspiration” in such Psalms as

the sixty-third, the one hundred and nine-

teenth, the one hundred and third. “My
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God.”

“Open thou mine eyes that I may behold

wondrous things out of thy law.” “Bless

thou the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is

within me be stirred up, to praise and

magnify His name.” We see the aspira-

tion in such lives as Moses, Samuel, David,

Jeremiah. Think of Moses aspiring for

the “recompense of the reward” so strongly

that he refused to be “called the son of

Pharaoh’s daughter.” Read the whole of

Hebrews eleventh, a chapter dedicated to

lives who aspired for the “heavenly things”

and not the “earthly.” Think of Paul

when he says, “For me to live is Christ.”

“We are ambitious, whether at home or

absent, to be well-pleasing unto Him.”

Were not his lungs exhaling rightly the

divine ?

Think of our Master when He said so

joyfully, “My meat is to do the will of

Him that sent Me and to finish His work.”

“I do always those things that please

Him.” Think of the aspiration of the

Christian Endeavor movement as mani-

fested in its noble pledge. The more I

read and study that pledge, I am filled

with admiration for its simplicity and sin-

cerity and spirituality. Let us read its

opening lines, “Trusting in the Lord Jesus

Christ for strength, I promise Him that I'

will strive to do whatever He would like to

have me do.”

Where is our aspiration ?—“to do what-

ever He would have me do,” the “He” and

the “me.” What could be simpler, what

more uplifting?

And where is the secret of that aspira-
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tion?—its inspiration, “Trusting in the

Lord Jesus Christ for strength.” How
perfectly joined together the two are

—

our aspiration and inspiration! How our

very pledge teaches that “aspiration” is

dependent on “inspiration”

!

We must keep this “pledge” to the front

—we must seek to enter more steadily into

its true spirit. Drop that pledge, or lower

it, and you kill your aspiration. Kill the

aspiration and you kill the life. “Expira-

tion” must enter when “aspiration” ceases.

Some societies have expired—why? They
ignored the pledge, and their aspiration

came to an end. My young friends, are

you expiring or aspiring? Your character

will never be higher than your aspira-

tions.

Inspiration ! What is that ? Drawing

in the breath as healthy lungs do every

moment. Vital atmosphere must be in-

haled constantly if we are to live—good

air must fill our lungs. And no Christian

progress is possible unless we are deeply

rooted in the fatherhood and brotherhood

and comforthood of the Divine. “Ye are

dead, and your life is hid with Christ in

God.” “Abide in me, and I in you.”

Make a study of John 15 and Ephe-

sians 3 : 14-21—the whole “mystery” of the

“inner life” is there unveiled. What I

wish to emphasize is this—this inbreath-

ing shapes the outbreathing. Test your

own natural lungs—try to outbreathe six

times without one inbreathing. “Did you

notice,” says Meyer, “that you made an

effort to breathe in, but no effort to

breathe out?” The outbreathing is very

easy when the inbreathing is regular. If

you would keep filled with the Spirit, keep

breathing in and in and in. As Paul says,

“Walk in the Spirit.” “ Walk in love.”

What a vital atmosphere that is to walk in.

Nothing is more deadly in our day than

mental and spiritual malaria, and “ma-

laria” is “bad air.” We need to put our-

selves in such touch with the ordinances

of grace that we may be inspired with

faith and hope and joy and peace, courage

and love. “Whatsoever things are true,

whatsoever things are honest, think on

these things”—that is, “Drink them in.”

The practical use of this good air com-

ing into the lungs is seen in the manhood

that it turns out. What kind of manhood
is that of the eleventh of Hebrews ? And
you mark the secret, “By faith.” Read

that verse, “He [Moses] endured [held

out] because he saw the Invisible.” In

other words, Moses knew how to be in-

spired with the divine. His character did

not lack that which Tennyson says of

Goethe, “He is great, but he lacks the

divine.” And what was the secret of

Moses seeing the Invisible? He went into

the “secret place” where the Invisible

dwelt. Turn to the seventh chapter of

Numbers and read it through to the very

close. You have begun it often, doubt-

less, and read a few verses and grown

weary of its “oxen” and “shekels” and

“spoons,” and so missed its grand closing

verse. It is a good thing to read every

“disagreeable” chapter of Scripture

through, for you will doubtless meet with

a “find” before you finish. Think of this

verse, “And when Moses went into the

tent of meeting to speak with Him, then

he heard the Voice speaking unto him

from above the mercy seat
;
and He spake

unto him.”

Look at this picture and you see how

he became so wise and strong—Moses

pressed with his many cares retires to his

“tent of meeting” to talk with the In-

visible. With this scene in Moses’ life I

would place those precious words of the

Master, “But thou, when thou prayest, en-

ter into thine inner chamber, and having

shut to thy door, pray to thy Father which

is in [the] secret [chamber],” and also

these words from the biographical sketches
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of his life, “And in the morning, rising

up a great while before day, he went out

and departed into a solitary place and

there prayed.” The secret of our Mas-

ters strength was his daily “inspiration”

—he loved the “quiet hour” with his

Father. “I live by the Father,” “The

Father worketh and I work.” Every Greek

student knows that the first meaning of

that word, the “secret place” or “closet,” is

a “storehouse.” But thou, when thou

talkest with the Invisible, enter into thy

“storehouse.”

What a name for the “tent of meeting” !

No wonder Paul could say, “My God is

able to supply all your needs out of the

riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.” He
prayed so much and found the prayer room

a richer “storehouse” than those of Joseph.

Christian Endeavorers cannot be above

their Master—it is well for them to be as

their Master. If He had to inhale the

divine so as to exhale the virtue, so must

they. Was His aspiration dependent on

His observing the “quiet hour” ? So must

ours be. What do we mean by those words

of our pledge, “Trusting in the Lord Jesus

Christ for strength,” if not this daily

inbreathing of the Spirit into our lives?

“As I live by the Father,” says Jesus,

“even so you live by Me.” Trusting is

being inspired with the atmosphere in

which Jesus moves and has His being.

The movement called “the quiet hour” is

a very necessary one in the Christian En-

deavor organization—it has come none too

soon, it will deepen and broaden our whole

work. But the choice of that “quiet hour’
5

is not optional—it is a necessity if you and

I are to live, a necessity if our organization

is to live. What are you doing with it?

We can only aspire as we learn to in-

spire—fix this axiom in your minds and

hearts and learn to love the “tent of meet-

ing,” for it is there that you hear “the

Voice speaking unto you ” and the meeting

tent is a heavenly storehouse—“it has

pleased the Father that in Him should all

fullness dwell.”

J. W. F. Carlisle.

SEEKING THE JEW AT THE
GOLDEN HORN.

Rabbi Benjamin, of Tudela, in Spain,

made a visit to Constantinople about

Christmas time 1161 A. D. He wrote a

book about his travels in which he says:

“The number of Jews at Constantinople

amounts to 2,000 Rabbanites and 500

Canutes” (who reject all tradition and

restrict the Bible to the five books of the

Law), “who live on one spot, but divided

by a wall.” No Jew was allowed to ride

on horseback except one, the physician to

the Emperor Manuel. Tanners are men-

tioned as malodorous neighbors, but other-

wise “the Jews bear the misfortunes of

their exile with humility.”

These Byzantine Jews, some of whose

descendants still speak Greek in their

houses, were reinforced by a large influx

of Jews from Spain at the end of the fif-

teenth century. Under the Turks they

have had equal opportunities with other

non-Muslims ; but the 50,000 Jews in the

city to-day are probably the poorest and

least influential race element in the capi-

tal.

The Church of Scotland Mission is well

placed—in contact with over 20,000

Spanish Jews. These are mostly poor,

make nothing for export, and gain

a precarious livelihood as petty peddlers,

guides and so on. The Alliance Israelite

of Paris, like the missions, aims at foster-

ing education, and does good work. Schools

for boys are fairly, though far from com-

pletely, supplied. Half the girls have

little or no education. At our mission

school there are about 220 girls in regular

attendance. They work with enthusiasm

and study the New Testament with the
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keenest interest. The best of them are

withheld from becoming Christians be-

cause of the distress it would give to their

parents. Besides, they would practically

renounce the prospect of marriage. The

school does no small good in postponing

that ceremony in many cases. In recent

years five of the senior girls gained cer-

tificates from the London College of pre-

ceptors; and, as English was an acquired

language on their part, the achievement

is creditable.

An instance of the permanent influence

of careful education presented itself lately.

A Turkish woman attended the English

service one Sabbath and asked for an in-

terview. She had attended our school over

thirty years ago, remembered the hymns

and prayers in English, and declared that

she had read the Bible and marvelled at

midnights over the things that had been

taught to her. She, though a Jewess, had

married a wealthy Turk, now dead, had

lost her last child a year ago, and desired

to put her property in the hands of the

mission, that she might have the income

during her life, and then whatever re-

mained should go to help mission work.

She owns several good houses^ and is a

person who may suffer for want of pro-

tection. But our Firman might not en-

title us to baptize a Turk, so that her case

must be considered carefully.

During the past quarter thirty-five evan-

gelical addresses in Spanish have been

given to audiences numbering forty Jews

on an average. A regular church service

is held for Hebrew Christians, who num-

ber thirty-five, twenty being communi-

cants. These attend loyally on the whole

and contribute in a small way to our Afri-

can Foreign Mission. At these services

Jews, from twenty up to one hundred on

rare occasions, also attend, and some of

them make further inquiry. In the past

quarter, after some study, seven made

definite request to become Christians, a

number much higher than usual. None
of these has as yet been considered satis-

factory. One father in distress believed

it would be the means of getting him em-

ployment. Another told me of others be-

coming Turks or Jews and being started in

a shop. I have a letter from a third who,

after six weeks’ diligent study, says “he

perceives it will be necessary to learn the

art of thieving before becoming Protest-

ant, and that he has decided to become a

Mohammedan.” Two others are quite

ignorant of the Old Testament and full of

superstition. Two others are doing well

and contriving to change their Jewish

masters for others who will not mind their

being baptized. It would be easy to dis-

miss with scorn some of these applicants,

but our task is to make them scorn them-

selves and discover “the expulsive power of

a new affection.”

The needs of this station are : A medi-

cal mission, which would do good to the

greatest number, and be the best means

for getting into spiritual contact with the

people; an orphans’ home for neglected

children; a boys’ school, which has often

been asked for and would succeed owing to

the demand for English. For the present

all extra school work, including an Eng-

lish service weekly and printing press

work, devolves on the missionary alone,

who could keep a coadjutor active.

By persistence in evangelic good-will

Israel will be brought to reciprocate that

feeling. They are too stiff-necked in a

good sense to be coerced even into the

true faith by force or cruelty. So long

as Israel is Antichrist in deed or thought

there must needs be Antisemitism. No
minority could observe the exclusive pre-

cepts of the Talmud without friction with

their neighbors. But, cherishing warm-

ly, as the best of them do, the prophetic

aspirations, and discerning God’s answers
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in the course of history, they will lose

their sense of exile by finding their true

home in Christendom.—Rev. D. M. Kay,

B.D., B.Sc., in Life and Work for April.

AN HISTORICAL MATTER OF IN-

TEREST.
One of the most pleasant incidents of a

very pleasant trip taken last summer to

the “Land of the Covenants,” was an

afternoon spent with A. R. Crockett, some-

times called “the Covenanter novelist.” It

is pleasant, indeed, to learn that an author

of such widespread fame as the writer of

the “Men of the Moss-Hags,” “The Lilac

Sunbonnet” and other well-known books,

has such an interest in and knowledge of

our beloved Church. Mr. Crockett has a

private library of 25,000 volumes, and

among these are many devoted to the

literature of the Covenanters. For in-

stance, when I happened to mention a book

by one of the ministers of our American

church, Mr. Crockett at once replied,

“Yes, I have it in my library.” Indeed, I

found that he had a far greater knowledge

of the facts of Covenanter history than I

did myself; and it is to one of the his-

torical questions touched upon in our con-

versation that I wish to direct attention

now, with the hope that some of our minis-

ters or other readers of the Olive Trees

may be able to throw more light upon it

than I was able to do.

In McGavin’s edition of the “Scot’s

Worthies,” a work which appeared about

1830, there is an account given of the

famous Battle of Drumclog. It purports

to be by the Laird of Torfoot, and is writ-

ten in a very animated and graphic style.

The following was the preface of it : “The

following account of the Battle of Drum-
clog is taken from an American newspaper

entitled The National Gazette. It is writ-

ten by the Laird of Torfoot, an officer in

the Presbyterian army, whose estate is this

day in the possession of his lineal de-

scendants of the fifth generation.” The

date when this account was supposed to be

written was about 1730.

Now the point which Mr. Crockett

wishes particularly to ascertain is, who was

this Laird of Torfoot, and how did this

very interesting account come to be writ-

ten ? He does not believe that it was writ-

ten in the first part of the eighteenth cen-

tury, as it purports to be. The style of

composition is altogether too modern and

“polished” for that. Instead, he thinks it

must have been written about a century

later by some American Covenanter, with

the purpose of depicting the Covenanters

who took part in the stirring scenes of the

‘Tailing times” in a more romantic and

heroic light than is done by Scott in “Old

Mortality,” and by such unfair writers as

he. The account is not intended to be an

exact description of what took place on

that eventful day; rather, it is inserted

“not so much as containing the actual his-

tory of the events which it relates, but as a

specimen of historical painting, as a de-

scription of events, all of which might

and many of which did take place on that

occasion.” As such it is an excellent piece

of work.

These views of Mr. Crockett are shared

by Dr. W. Robertson Nicoll, the well-

known editor of the British Weekly

,

and

of the Expositors’ Bible. These two gen-

tlemen have been interested in the matter

for years. They believe that if the real

facts as to the authorship of the article

could be discovered, they might be of con-

siderable historical interest.

The usual source from which informa-

tion is derived on such matters as this is

the “Treasury of the Scottish Covenant,”

by Rev. J. C. Johnston, a United Presby-

terian minister of Dunoon, in Scotland.

This is a very valuable work for Cove-

nanters, and one not so well known by



152 Monographs.

our ministers and people as it ought to be.

This book (on page 387) says that the

name of the Laird of Torfoot was Thomas
Brownlee, and that “he was a veteran

Covenanter, who was banished to Amer-

ica.” Furthermore, that “the statements

of the narrative are in harmony with

family tradition, particularly with the

statements of a venerable lady, who died in

Pennsylvania, and who was the grand-

daughter of the Laird’s second son.”

With these statements of Mr. Johnston,

however. Dr. Nieoll and Mr. Crockett do

not agree. They regard them as too vague

and indefinite, indeed as not well authenti-

cated at all. The authorship, they think,

must be ascribed to some American Cove-

nanter, writing about the beginning of the

nineteenth century, and they are of the

opinion that the proper place to go for in-

formation on the subject would be to some

of the old records of our American Church,

or to some of the early Church magazines

—unless, indeed, some of our members

may have some knowledge of the subject.

It is with this latter hope that the present

article has been written.

The celebrated Scotch historian, Dr.

McCrie, was much interested in this ac-

count of the Battle of Drumclog. He
regarded it as a strong proof that the

Covenanters were not the narrow and

bigoted men Scott and others would make

them out to be. “The Laird’s description

of the manly prowess, the generosity and

cheerful devotion of the Covenanters,” he

says, “presents a most striking contrast to

Sir Walter Scott’s picture in his tale of

‘Old Mortality.’ There appears much more

verisimilitude in the tale as told by the

Covenanter than in that of the novelist.”

The whole subject is an illustration of

what a wealth of matter of great interest

there is in the past history of the Cove-

nanter Church, and also of how compara-

tively noglected this very pleasant field is,

at least by our American Church. As

Cowper has expressed it

:

“History, so warm on meaner things,

Is cold on this.”

And as another poet (Wordsworth) has

said, we should delight in

—

“These records left

Of persecution, and the Covenant times.

Whose echo rings through Scotland to this

hour.”

Yes, and they should ring through all the

world. G. W. Benn.

Staunton, III.

“SALUTE URBANE (LEW YEN)
OUR HELPER IN THE LORD.”

Editor Olive Trees :

Herewith is a picture of one to whom
your readers are altogether strangers. It

occurs to me that they would like to see

him.

It is generally supposed that we can

judge of a man’s character by the appear-

ance of his face; but there are exceptions

to this rule. Our Eastern friends who

have seen Lew Yen will remember him

as a genial and affectionate Chinese Chris-

tian brother. Such is his real character

whatever his picture may seem to indicate.

The writer has known him so long and

holds him in such high estimation, it will

be only a pleasure to tell your readers how

worthy he is of their esteem also. As he

is in China yet, I cannot obtain from him

such information as I would like to give

to the reader, but I can remember what

he and others have told me, and this will

be all that is necessary for my present pur-

pose.

Like nearly all the heathen who come

into the mission, he was so prejudiced

against Christianity that he had been in

our mission a good while before he was

willing to read the Bible as a text-book in

the night schools.
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It was not long, however, until he weak-

ened, and in the process of time he became

glad to read the Word of God, and now he

loves it more than fine gold. He con-

tinued to search the Scriptures, and be-

came such a good English scholar that we
employed him in the mission as interpre-

ter and helper. And such were the evi-

dences of his faith and repentance that we

could hardly doubt his piety
;
indeed, I do

not think that there was ever one in the

mission who gave stronger evidence of

genuine conversion. Behold, what hath

God wrought ! And yet he was not with-

out enemies. He was an illustration of

Paul’s wor^s to Timothy: “All that will

live godly m Christ Jesus shall suffer per-

secution.”

Nor is our friend without deeds of

benevolence. In China he has neither

father nor mother, but he has a brother

and his family, who are so poor that he

supports them. And then he has a wife

and several children, all of whom are more

or less dependent upon him. He gets

higher wages than ordinary cooks, so that

he is able to send back to China to his

dependent friends a large proportion of

his monthly wages. Indeed, this is the

ordinary practice of the Chinese whether

idolators or Christians. Moreover, Lew
Yen is very liberal to his personal friends,

as the writer’s family can testify.

Another evidence of our friend’s

thoughtful generosity is to be found in

the fact that the five dollars per month

which he received for his services in the

mission were sent to the treasurer of the

Mission Boards. Thus he gave his ser-

vices gratuitously, and thus he gave sixty

dollars every year to help the work in his

own missions. Can you cite a case of

similar liberality?—i. e., of any Cove-

nanter who has no money besides his

monthly wages as an employee in any de-

partment of labor?

He continued to be interpreter and

helper until he returned to China to visit

his friends. Since his departure Lee To

acted as the interpreter and continued in

the service until recently, when his Board

sent him to Fresno, Cal., where there is a

Baptist mission that was without a su-

perintendent. I should have said sooner

that he and Lew Yen have, for several

years, been warm friends, though of dif-

ferent denominations. Whether properly

or not, the fact remains that by Chinese

converts there is not so much emphasis

laid upon the denominational differences

as by those who were trained up in the

Christian Church and have always ac-

cepted their church creed with very little

examination.

Lew Yen’s return hither will be the oc-

casion of much rejoicing in the mission,

for he had and yet has many warm friends,

and, no doubt, they will give him a fine

reception. Among the Chinese this means

all kinds of refreshments and speeches of

welcome and songs of rejoicing. Yours

for the Lord of missions,

N. R. J.
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BOSTON REVIVAL.

A meeting of the ministers of Greater

Boston was called to Bromfield Street

Methodist Episcopal Church, Boston,

Thursday evening, March 21, 1901. Rev.

Dr. Withrow, the chairman, stated the ob-

ject of the meeting to be the considera-

tion of a general revival of religion in our

city. In the city of London a committee

had been appointed, the city was dis-

tricted, simultaneous meetings were held,

as many as 1,000 at a time, and on one

day every home in that great city of 6,-

000,000 was visited and religious inquiry

was made as to the inmates. The city

was moved as never before. It is pro-

posed to have a similar work here. Dr.

Lorimer thought a word of caution was

necessary. It seemed to him that the time

was past for any great public movement.

The Spirit of God seems to be leading to

work by the pastors in their own congre-

gation. Dr. Mabie, secretary of the Baptist

Missionary Union, said, “We ought not

to keep our eyes turned toward the work

over the waters. That will secure defeat.

We ought to look to God. If He has a

work for us, He will lead us into His plan.

He plans the work for each city, and no

plan is duplicated. We ought not to aim

at something great, but seek to work God’s

work.”

A committee was appointed representing

the different denominations. A minister

from the Unitarian Church was present

and offered to co-operate. To our surprise

he was appointed on the committee. Also

a minister representing the Universalist

Church. The meeting regarded this as the

only right thing to do. Such a committee

may be able to get up a revival of feeling

and excitement that will attract atten-

tion. But it cannot be expected that God
will send down a revival of holiness in

response to it.

1. A true revival is a work of grace

within the church through the instruction

of truth. Paul and Barnabas separated at

Antioch. Paul was right, Barnabas was

wrong. Paul had the sympathy of the

brethren in that city, Barnabas had not.

Paul arose like the sun in the heavens.

Barnabas passed out of sight. And when

Paul and Silas passed through Syria and

Cilicia, and came to Derbe and Lystra and

Iconium, they delivered the decrees of the

Apostles and elders for to keep. And “the

churches were established in the faith and

increased in numbers daily.” President

Edwards preached a sermon at Enfield,

Conn., on the law of God. It produced

the revival in which 500 were converted.

This was in 1741. Soon after a wave of

error swept over New England. “The

half-way covenant” was promulgated.

That meant that unconverted and un-

godly men should be admitted to the

Lord’s table as a means of converting

them. Dr. Edwards set his face like flint

against it. But his congregation was so

much carried away with it that he was

compelled to resign his charge. He be-

came a missionary to the Indians from

1751 to 1758. Then he was called to be

President of Princeton College, New Jer-

sey, where he died shortly after. But “the

half-way covenant” did its deadly work.

It produced the wave of Unitarianism

which swept these States like a desolating

plague. It has left New England a

spiritual wilderness. And here we are

confronted with the proposition : Uni-

tarians and Trinitarians, Universalists and

Calvinists, shall work hand in hand in

getting up a revival in Boston. Men can

do that. But the Spirit of God will work

only by the truth. Dr. A. T. Pierson, in

his address before the Ecumenical Mis-

sionary Conference in New York, on

“Proofs of God’s Favor and Blessing,”

notes that in the first twenty verses of the
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15th chapter of Acts there are twenty cases

“in which the marvelous triumphs of

that first missionary tour of Paul are

recorded, and in every case it is God that

opens the door, God that prepares the

hearts of men, God that gives develop-

ment, God that comforts, God that blesses

and sanctifies.” No one can follow him

in outlining God’s preparation for mis-

sions by John Wesley in England, John

Knox in Scotland, Luther in Germany,

Savanarola in Italy and Jonathan Ed-

wards and Whitefield in New England;

God's co-operation in the mission field
;
and

God’s benediction on the workers revealed

in Chalmers’ saying, “Foreign missions

act on home missions, not by exhaustion,

but fermentation,” and Alexander Duff’s

that “The church that is no longer evan-

gelistic will soon cease to be evangelical,”

without exclaiming, “What hath God

wrought !” The God of truth works

through the truth. And an evangelical

church must be evangelistic. It is the

proper instrument of the Holy Ghost.

2. It is attended by deep and profound

convictions of the truth. Paul believed

the truth as it is in Jesus with all his

heart. He was willing to go anywhere and

endure anything, only so he could proclaim

the truth that makes sinners free. His

hearers became partakers of his faith by

the Holy Ghost, and many were added

unto the church of such as should be saved.

Dr. Edwards believed the truth so firmly

that he was willing to go into exile and

preach to Indians. While among them he

published his great work, “The Will,”

which has been a beacon light to multi-

tudes. Joseph Cook said recently : There

are two hindrances to evangelistic work

to-day—colossal ignorance of the Bible

and ambushed universalism. A prominent

man with whom he was well acquainted in

this city was a member of a Trinitarian

church. At his funeral the preacher said,

He was a Unitarian by faith. I wish to

say that man played false. In all honor

he ought to have left that church and

gone to one holding his belief. It is wrong

for a man to remain in a church whose

creed he cannot accept. It does great

harm to the young. If the Covenanter

Church would have a revival it must be

begun by a renewal of our fealty to our

great distinctive principles, a renewal of

our covenant engagement to be loyal to

the whole truth as it is in Jesus.

3. It is attended with a revival of per-

sonal and family and social worship.

Many pray for a revival who do not want

it and who would not be willing to have

it. Secret prayer morning and evening,

acquainting ourselves with the Lord. “And
we all, with unveiled faces, reflecting as a

mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed

into the same image, from glory to glory,

even as by the Lord, the Spirit.” Family

worship morning and evening, with all the

family present, and all the parts, singing

a portion of Psalms, reading a chapter and

prayer. Unless the family altar is re-

paired and kept in order, built of whole

stones and incense and a pure offering

ascend every morning unto the God of

Israel, there can be no revival. “In dwell-

ings of the righteous is heard the melody

of joy and health. God therefore thee

hath blessed forever more.” The weekly

prayer meeting is an integral part of a

revival. Those who neglect this are bar-

riers to the Holy Ghost in their congrega-

tion. Those who can come and do not

are guilty of hindering the work of grace.

Those who cannot come ought to set apart

the time at home for worship. Those

who willfully neglect the prayer meeting

for their own pleasure or profit are acting

the part of Achan and bring defeat on

the army of the living God. “They that

feared the Lord spake often one to an-

other, and a book of remembrance was
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written.” But last of all and most of

all, the public worship of God’s house on

Sabbath day must be regularly attended

as a condition of revival. “Neglect not the

assembling of yourselves together, as the

manner of some is, and so much the more

as ye see the day approaching.” The mem-
bers of a congregation correspond to the

air cells of the lungs. If some of them

do not partake of these spiritual exercises

it is as if some of these cells were con-

gested. The life of the congregation is in

danger in such a case. Those spiritually

congested members usually blame the pas-

tor for their bad conduct. And so the

congestion spreads. There is no hope

either for those derelicts or the congrega-

tion unless the application of the quicken-

ing and cleansing blood of God’s Son will

heal them. The throne of grace should be

besieged that divine power may work the

work that none can hinder.

J. M. Foster.

THE SITUATION IN CHINA.
The agent in China of the American

Bible Society, Rev. John R. Hykes, re-

ports the following interesting statements

:

There was a deep and cunningly laid

plot, under imperial sanction, to extirpate

Christianity, expel all foreigners and de-

stroy all foreign interests. In all, 183

Protestant missionaries, including 60

men, 75 women and 48 children, have been

massacred.

The question has been raised at home

as to whether the Boxer uprising was anti-

foreign or anti-missionary in its charac-

ter. No doubt exists in the mind of any

well-informed person in China. The

movement was undovibtedly against for-

eigners, as such, and the crusade was

directed against everything foreign

—

Christianity, of course, included.

More than half of the mandarins in

the empire refused to obey the order of

the Empress Dowager, and, at the risk of

their own lives, protected the missionaries

and gave them escort, money and every

facility to escape. It would have been

much easier for them to have massacred

the helpless missionaries, and infinitely

more agreeable to their imperial mistress.

Hsu Ching Cheng and Yuen Chang, two

Ministers of the Foreign Office, would not

transmit the awful edict which reiterated

the order to “painfully extirpate all for-

eigners,” but changed it so as to read, “pro-

tect all foreigners,” and then sent it flying

over the wires to the remotest provinces.

They were sentenced to be cut in two

!

Missionaries were the class that benefited

by this act of heroism. The fact that

every missionary escaped from fourteen

out of the eighteen provinces would indi-

cate that the crusade was not specially

anti-missionary.

In the provinces of Chi-Li and Shan-Si

every school, hospital, chapel and dwell-

ing was looted and burned by the Boxers

or imperial troops, the only exception be-

ing the property in the foreign settlement

at Tien-Tsin. So complete was the demo-

lition of property of these mad fanatics

that not a vestige was left to mark the

site; even the foundations were dug up
and carted away. There was also destruc-

tion of mission property in the provinces

of Shan-Si, Honan, Hunah, Hupeh, Ki-

angsi, Chekiang and Kwantung. The na-

tive Christians have been the worst suffer-

ers. Those who escaped the general

slaughter in the northern provinces lost

absolutely everything, and many of them

are perishing from cold and starvation.

The Scriptures destroyed will aggregate

not less than one hundred thousand vol-

umes; and the actual loss to the society

will not be less than eight or ten thousand

gold dollars, including the necessary ex-

pense of getting workers to places of safe-

ty and back again to their stations. All of
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our foreign superintendents were saved.

We have to mourn the loss of many noble

and devoted native workers. They were

warned of the risk they were running, but

not a man of the noble band of eighteen

flinched.

More than forty thousand native con-

verts (including Roman Catholic) met

death with a heroism worthy of the best

age of the Church. Chinese Christians

have proved that they have the martyr

spirit and all the qualities of heroes. The

probable effect of the events of the past

year upon missionary work is a matter of

great moment to the Christian Church.

The churches at home dare not abandon

the Church in China; it has proved its

right to exist.

WHY THE DIFFERENCE ?

It is now twenty-eight years, says the

Christian Leader, since David Livingstone

died, “praying for Africa and all her woes

and sins and wrongs.” In the night the

boy who lay at the door of the tent called

for Susi, saying that the master was ill

and so still that he was afraid. “Entering

the tent they found Livingstone kneeling,

his head buried in his hands upon the pil-

low. He had gone on his last long jour-

ney, and no man with him.” * * *

The faithful friends, who had once been

slaves, buried the heart at the base of a

great tree, on which they carved his name,

and carried his body to the coast, whence

it was brought to Westminster Abbey. Now
the Royal Geographical Society under-

takes to erect a permanent memorial to

mark the spot where he died. Four hun-

dred and fifty metal cylinders filled with

concrete, each weighing about fifty

pounds, are to be transported from Lake

Nyassa to the site, and an obelisk to be

formed. As there are no stones available

in that part of Africa, this is the best that

can be done meanwhile. The obelisk will

stand twenty feet high, and will be sur-

mounted by a cross, and it will occupy the

very spot on which grew the old tree.

On reading this item, we asked ourselves,

What about Mrs. Livingstone, who bore

privations in the service of Christ for Afri-

ca, and whose death on Sabbath, April 27,

1862, was a crushing blow to her intrepid

husband ? Her remains lie buried under a

baobab tree on the Zambesi, about one

hundred miles from the sea, but no column

marks their resting place. The late Prof.

Drummond, on returning from a visit to

Africa, described that lonely grave as in a

desolate state, matted with jungle grass

and trodden by the wild beasts of the for-

est. “As I looked at the forsaken mound,”

he said, “and contrasted it with her hus-

band’s tomb in Westminster Abbey, I

thought perhaps the womanly love that

brought her to a spot like that might be

not less worthy of immortality.”

Why not honor the memory of Mary

as well as the memorj' of David?

Mr. Collis P. Huntington, the millionaire, once administered a very effective

rebuke to a gentleman who entered his room at the hotel smoking a cigar.

This gentleman headed a committee which waited upon the magnate with an

appeal for financial aid to some charitable institution or other. In presenting his

plea, he waxed eloquent upon the signal manner in which Mr. Huntington had been

blessed in worldly goods, and referred to the immense size of his fortune.

“Yes,” said Mr. Huntington, with a quiet smile, “I’ve got money, and have

had lots of it
;
but do you know,” and here his gaze rested full upon the gentleman

who headed the committee, and who happened to be smoking a fragrant cigar, “I
never had any money to burn.”
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The readers of Olive Trees are reminded that 50 cents do not pay for a life

subscription. Any one who sees “Dec., 99 ” on the wrapper of his copy ought to

know that he has not paid for 1900 nor renewed for 1901
;
and there are at least 150

wrappers that bear that legend.

We cannot incur the expense of sending a personal letter to each subscriber, and

we do not wish to fill these columns with the names and addresses of delinquents,

though that course may yet be necessary to secure money for which we have given

full value and which is needed to meet the cost of production. Probably there are

not many who are yearning for that kind of immortality.

Any member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church who will write to us that he

is unable to pay 50 cents for Olive Trees and yet desires to have reliable news every

month from the mission field, shall receive the paper for nothing.

—Special attention is called to the fol-

lowing official announcement in regard to

the meeting of Synod

:

The Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church will meet (D. V.) in the

Eighth Street Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., on

Wednesday, the 29th day of May, 1901,

at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and will be

opened with a sermon by the moderator,

Dr. F. M. Foster.

Sessions will please observe the rule and

send to the clerk at least one week before

the meeting certificates of delegates to

Synod. If without moderator, certificates

must be signed by a majority of the elders.

S. G. Shaw, Clerk of Synod

,

45 Antrim Street, Cambridge, Mass.

—With the permission of Dr. H. M.

King, Olive Trees reprints his paper on

“The Spirit and Limitations of Mission-

ary Comity” from the April number of

the Baptist Missionary Magazine. Sub-

scribers to the Report of the Ecumenical

Conference on Foreign Missions who have

seen the main part of this admirable ad-

dress will be glad to see the paragraphs

that the Committee has omitted in editing

the Conference papers, as they are neces-

sary to a complete presentation of the

subject. Besides, many of our readers will

not see the Report of the Ecumenical Con-

ference, and we wish them to read a dis-

cussion of this question so judicious and

so completely in harmony with our own

views.

In these days when so much is being-

said and written on this subject that is

unwise and intemperate and calculated to

weaken attachment to precious truth, Dr.

King’s paper is a tonic. More than once,

in the Conference of Foreign Mission

Boards and Societies in United States and

Canada, an attempt has been made to

secure an endorsement of organic union

under cover of missionary comity. As

recently as the last meeting in January,

1901, among the resolutions presented for

adoption was one recommending the

union of small churches representing dif-

ferent denominations on the mission field,

without any limitation as to system of

doctrine or ecclesiastical polity. Hap-

pily this recommendation did not meet

with general favor. The first to make a

show of opposition was the representative

of a very small constituency, and as the

official stenographic report of his remarks
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is neither accurate nor complete, we have

his consent to publish them in this con-

nection :

“If that resolution means organic union

,

I do not assent to it. Missionary comity,

as I understand it, is simply Christian

courtesy in the intercourse of different

denominations on the mission fields. I be-

lieve in Christian courtesy, and I am even

heartily in favor of co-operation with

brethren of other denominations so far as I

can be consistently with my convictions of

what is due to the claims of the Redeemer.

But when it comes to the question of an

outward and visible union which is a mere

form, not a reality, and which indicates a

surrender on the part of some one of the

distinctive testimony of the denomi-

nation he represents, then I say, No. If

there is any reason for the existence of

denominations at home, there is the very

same reason for the existence of denomina-

tions in foreign mission fields; and the

Church of Jesus Christ is stronger to-day

and more thoroughly equipped for mis-

sionary service, because, in the providence

of the Mediator, distinct denominations

have been allowed to exist up to this time.

In this way truths have been brought to

the front and emphasized that would

otherwise have been overlooked altogether,

and I believe the result is that the Church

of to-day is in possession of a richer

heritage of confessed truth- than would

have been possible under other circum-

stances.

“There seems to be a disposition on the

part of those who are pleading for the

organic union of mission churches to

divide the truths of Scripture into essen-

tials and non-essentials. The former are

viewed as necessary to salvation, while the

latter are looked upon as points of com-

parative indifference that men may deny

or even oppose and yet remain loyal fol-

lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ. I have

never been able to accept that classifica-

tion, because, in the first place, it is not

possible for any one to determine what

truths of His Word a God of infinite wis-

dom may have deemed essential for the

salvation of His people in their varied cir-

cumstances and conditions. Nor can any

one point out a single truth that He may
not employ as the means of sanctifying

this or that child and preparing him for

glory. And, in the second place, the test

of truth is not our estimate of its advan-

tage to ourselves, but its bearing on the

glory of God. If this be true, then there

is not a truth from Genesis to Revelation

that can be pronounced non-essential.

Loyalty to the Mediatorial King forbids

us to let go one jot or tittle of the faith

committed to our trust.

“I know that the object of missionary

work is the glory of God in the salvation

of men. But salvation in the Bible mean-

ing of the term is a very big word. It

means, not simply deliverance from the

penal consequences of sin or an expert

escape from the penalty of a broken law,

but it means the restoration of the lost

image of God to the soul and the building

i;p of redeemed men into the full stature

of Jesus Christ. In the economy of nature

the oak has a purpose to serve, and so also

has the daisy that blossoms at its roots.

In like manner, what we regard as central

and pivotal truths have a purpose to serve

in the economy of grace, and so also have

the truths that may seem to us insignifi-

cant or perhaps of no importance.

“I decline to preach, and I will not ask

missionaries that represent me on the for-

eign field to preach, what I believe to be

an emasculated gospel.”

As soon as this brother had taken his

seat, Rev. Dr. T. S. Barbour, Correspond-

ing Secretary of the American Baptist

Missionary Union, rose and said among

other things : “I am profoundly inter-
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ested in and devoted to the promotion of

genuine Christian fellowship and union.

I rejoice with you all in the influence of

the Ecumenical gathering, or rather, I

should say, in the revelation of the Ecu-

menical Conference. We found that we

were one, that all who love the Lord Jesus

Christ in sincerity are one, and they could

not make themselves otherwise, if they

would, and I am sure we do not want to

make ourselves other than that
;
but I do

deprecate the employment of moral force

for the furtherance of this end. I depre-

cate it, because it is sure to defeat the very

end we have in view. We stood before this

country as one in the Ecumenical Con-

ference. Just as soon as the effort to pro-

mote organic union, as understood by our

churches, is introduced among us, just so

soon there is going to be a division. Iso

few men representing the Mission Boards

here to-day could possibly prevent it, how-

ever they might try to do so; there are

diversities of view and diversities of posi-

tion among denominations. It is so much

better to let this movement work out itself

naturally than it is to seek to hasten it

for the accomplishment of any end that

some of us may believe to be desirable. It

seems to me that to press this effort for

organic union is certainly to awaken sus-

picion, and will only result in emphasizing

an apparent disunion, which is absolutely

insignificant in comparison with our

union.”

The result was the tabling of the resolu-

tion without a dissenting vote. And we

record this action of the Eighth Confer-

ence of Mission Boards in connection with

Dr. King’s address, because we believe in

missionary comity and would like to see

closer interdenominational co-operation

along missionary lines, but are willing to

wait for organic union till it can be had on

the “basis of truth and Scriptural order.”

—In March Olive Trees received three

dollars and sixty-five cents from a friend

of missions in New Concord, 0., to “aid

in the support of a poor boy in the board-

ing school at Mersina, Asia Minor.” This

annual offering is accompanied with the

prayer that “this small sum may do a work

for God bejrnnd the sea and that His King-

dom may soon come.”

—April 24th Rev. R. H. Martin hand-

ed us §100 from the Young People’s

Society of Christian Endeavor connected

with College Hill Congregation, Beaver

Falls, Pa. This money is their offering,

for 1900, towards the support of native

teachers in China.

—The Corresponding Secretary of the

Board of Foreign Missions requests us to

say to brethren who have not received the

Report of the Ecumenical Conference on

Foreign Missions that he has nothing to

do with the mailing of the books. He did,

however, promise that every minister who

contributed five dollars to the expenses of

the Conference, either individually or

through his congregation, should have the

two-volume Report. And if any one who

sent him money for that purpose, either

directly or through Treasurer John T.

Morton, has not yet received it, he should

be notified at once that the Committee in

charge of the matter may be instructed to

send out the books without further delay

or trace them in case they have been lost

in the mail.

At the request of Mr. John T. Morton,

Treasurer, we notify our readers that the

office of the Trustees of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church of North America

has been removed to Room 612, Empire

Building, corner of Liberty Avenue and

Fifth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.



DIRECTORY OF

HOME FOR THE AGED OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

LINDEN AVE., AU.EGHENV, PA.

President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, Perrysville Ave.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. R. J. Haslett, 1515 Federal St.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Sloane, Sheridan, Pa.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Sproull, 122 East North Ave.

Donation Secretary, Mrs. Jno. M. Allen, 1519 Fremont St.

Chairman, Receiving Committee, Mrs. R. J. George, 1411 Arch St.

r\ TPTVTTJ1T7 A PHT T T TP The only College in the
VJ-HjIN Hj VA UUljJuillU\Qj. u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan
NEW FACILITIES, University. Bttter work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDINGS, children of Clergymen Have Tuilion at Half Rates.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.
BEAVER FALLS, PA.

Post Office Addresses of Foreign flissionaries.

REV. JAMES S. STEWART Latakia, Syria.

REV. C. A. DODDS
JAMES M. BALPH, ESQ., M. D
MISS MATTIE R. WYLIE*
MISS MAGGIE B. EDGAR
MISS WILLIA A. DODDS
REV. J. BOGGS DODDS Suadia, via Antioch, Syria.

MISS META CUNNINGHAM
REV. R. J. DODDS Mersina, Asia Minor.

MISS EVADNA M. STERRETT
MISS LIZZIE McNAUGHTON
REV. HENRY EASSON Larnaca, Cyprus.

W. M. MOORE, ESQ., M. D
REV. A. I. ROBBf Tak Hing Chau, via Canton, China.

* On furlough, address New Galilee, Pa. f On furlough, address Denison, Kan.

Entered as Second Class Matter at New York Post Office.



O'Neill’s
DIRECT SPECIAL ATTENTION
TO THEIR ASSORTMENT OF

TRIMMED HATS
Many fine Imported Models are shown, as well

as a large collection of rich and exclusive

designs from their own workrooms, J- & £•

AN EXCEPTIONALLY . . .

ATTRACTIVE STOCK OF

MOURNING HATS

Moderate Prices

Sixth Avenue, 20th to 21st St., New York


